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In the latter part of 1941 the clouds of international 
trouble were gathering more darkly over the American 
scene. Yet the flame of aspiration and hope in the 
hearts of those related to the arts continued to burn, 
albeit at times uncertainly. 

Your Board of Directors of the San Francisco Art 
Association felt the change in the cultural atmosphere, 
sensed an emerging time of possible eclipse for tra¬ 
ditional thought and attitudes with regard to art. They 
undertook to make adjustments to the times in the San 
Francisco School of Fine Arts. 

Lee F. Randolph, Director of the school since 1917, 
was granted a year’s sabbatical leave. William A. Gaw, 
well-known local painter, was appointed Acting Di¬ 
rector. Revision of the school’s organization and cur¬ 
riculum was begun. 

The futility of some older art-student disciplines was 
seen; emphasis was shifted from the contemplation of 
past works and the copying from casts to the orienta¬ 
tion of the student to color, form and design. He was 
trained to work, and to work regularly and hard, and 
to analyze his own work on a realistic basis. He was 
shown how to balance his fantasy and dream with a 
knowledge of the world and its requirements. The 
school classes were divided into two forms, lower and 
upper, each to occupy the student for two years. 

While enrollment for the Fall term of 1941 was 
normal, that for the Spring of 1942 showed effects of 
the war. These have continued to be severe on the 
school, both on the score of enrollment and in the 
going away of students and instructors into the armed 
forces and the war industries. Spencer Macky’s night 
classes have proved to be filling a definite, perhaps a 






growing need, while the Saturday classes for children 
have encouraging attendance. Unfortunately, Ruth 
Armer has resigned, but her honored place with the 
children is being ably filled by Virginia Roberts Tem- 
pleman. Enrollment in the day school for the current 
Fall term is fifty per cent of what it was last Fall. 

The problem of your Board of Directors in these 
times is to keep the lamp of the Art School fueled and 
trimmed, balancing outgo with income, and with con¬ 
sideration and fairness to all concerned, while continu¬ 
ing the adaptation of the school to modern needs. In 
all of this it is having the understanding and willing 
cooperation of the faculty, students and staff. As it 
looks now, the school well may be on a road to new 
achievement and leadership in the field of instruction 
in art attuned to the future. 


Notes by the Way 

Several hundred persons witnessed the awarding of an 
Army-Navy “E” to the Red Cross Blood Procurement 
Center, at a dramatic ceremony in the patio of the 
school on September 30. As a result of action taken by 
your Board of Directors early in the year, the center 
occupies the lower levels of the Art School building 
for the duration. Every association member, under¬ 
standing the importance of the procurement of blood 
for the wounded among our fighting men, may be 
proud of this assistance, extended thru the furnishing 
of an adequate operating base for the Red Cross Blood 
Procurement Center in this city. 

Your school building also serves as a center for 
camouflage groups, sponsored by and studying under 
the Office of Civilian Defense. Invitations are out to 
service men to attend either the day or night classes 
free of charge. 

Barbara Lincoln won the prize offered by the 
Women’s Auxiliary of your association for the best 
design-plan by an Art School student for the rehabili¬ 
tation of the school cafeteria. While it is not possible 
to carry out the complete plan at this time, the cafe¬ 
teria has been repaired and refurbished with funds 



which were made available by the Women’s Auxiliary. 

Jose Perotti is the Director of Escuela Nacional de 
Artes Aplicadas of Chile. So appreciated was his ex¬ 
hibition at the San Francisco Museum of Art, that at 
the time the Artists’ Council gave a dinner in his honor 
and that of his wife, Senora Perotti, at the Trocadero 
Restaurant on the evening of September 15. Dr. Grace 
L. McCann Morley fittingly introduced these charming 
guests to their hosts, some forty-two artists and their 
friends. The occasion will long be remembered with 
pleasure by those who attended it. 

This new form of the Art Association Bulletin re¬ 
places that formerly edited by Mildred Rosenthal. To 
our very great regret, Mrs. Rosenthal resigned that 
post which she had filled with competence and distinc¬ 
tion for many years. 

The 62nd Annual Exhibit 

The preview of the 62nd Annual Exhibit of the San 
Francisco Art Association took place at the San Fran¬ 
cisco Museum of Art on Wednesday, October 14. The 
following awards were made by the Jury: 

Anne Bremer Memorial Prize 
$200.00—to Felix Ruvolo, 

1853 Hudson Ave., Chicago 

S. F. Art Association: Emanuel Walter Fund 
Purchase Prize 

$300.00—to Margaret Peterson, 

209 Hilgard Ave., Berkeley 

Edgar Walter Memorial Prize for Sculpture 
$50.00—to Paul McReynolds, 

1020 Broadway, San Francisco 

Artists' Fund Prize 

$50.00—to Claire Falkenstein, 

1406 Queens Road, Berkeley 

Medal of First Award 

Leah Rinne Hamilton (Painting), 

Certificate of Honorable Mention 
L. E. Gibney (Painting)^ 

Medal of First Award 
Ida Day Dagen (Sculpture) 





It was good to see so many of our artists at the preview 
and to learn of the wonderful spirit in which these men 
and women have given up their life work to participate 
more directly in the war effort. Among others of them 
who were there, we found that Otis Oldfield and Clay 
Spohn are hull planners, Lucien Labaudt is making 
templates, Doris Day is doing drafting, and Ralph 
Clifford also, are at Moore’s; Mallette Dean is helping 
make sub chasers and Richard O’Hanlpn is doing lay¬ 
out work for sub-assembly, at Sausalito; Ben Cunning¬ 
ham is checking prints and plans, Budd Dixon is doing 
drafting, and David Slivka, Nelson Poole and Ruben 
Kadish also, are at Bethlehem; George Harris and 
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Zygmund Sazevich are ship fitters at Alameda, and 
Merlin Hardy, Hal Goldman and Tom Laman are at 
Western Pipe and Steel. 

Funds and Scholarships 

The Art Association sustained a great loss in the pass¬ 
ing of Albert Bender, one of its best loved members. 
A memorial, commemorating his life and major inter¬ 
ests, known as the Albert M. Bender Grants-in-Aid in 
Art and Literature, has been established. The Associa¬ 
tion has been entrusted with the administration of 
these grants-in-aid by the Trustees of the Memorial 
Fund. This year, for the first time, awards were made 
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—each carrying a stipend of $750.00. Miss Jeanne 
McGahey was given the award in Poetry, and Richard 
O’Hanlon the award in Art. Application blanks for the 
1943 awards will be available at the Art Association 
at an early date. 

In addition to this, its newest trust responsibility, 
your Art Association acts as trustee for the Abraham 
Rosenberg Traveling Scholarship Fund, the James D. 
Phelan Scholarship Fund, the Emanuel Walter Fund, 
the Virgil Williams Scholarship Fund, the Angus 
Gordon Boggs Memorial Scholarship, and the I. N. 
Walter Sculpture Prize Fund. It also acts as trustee of 
the Montalvo Foundation Endowment Fund, and as 
permanent custodian of the property of the Montalvo 
Foundation at Saratoga, California. 

Because of the generosity of its members, the San 
Francisco Art Association has been able to make a 
splendid record in its field during the past 75 years. 
The Board wishes to take this opportunity to thank 
the present members for their loyal support in the de¬ 
velopment of art and art appreciation in California. 
Within the limits of activities which can be carried on 
for the duration, the Art Association will continue to 
do its best. 

Freedom to develop our own art expression is one of 
the things we are fighting for. Expression of civiliza¬ 
tion and of man’s spirit thru the Arts must be pre¬ 
served. You can aid this cause by bringing new mem¬ 
bers into the San Francisco Art Association. A large 
and growing membership will give your Art Associa¬ 
tion encouragement and strength to discharge the re¬ 
sponsibility which it deeply feels for Art, today and 
for tomorrow. The Membership Application Blank 
herewith is for your convenience. We feel that your 
use of it, in getting another member, will be one more 
good stroke in the cause of democracy and art. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

SAN FRANCISCO ART ASSOCIATION 

ELDRIDGE T. SPENCER, PRESIDENT 
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